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PROBUCTION INFO

PRODUCTION COMPANY FILMOGRAFIK PRODUCTIONS // WWW.FILMOGRAFIH.COM
LENGTH 45 MIN AND 66 MIN FEATURE LENGTH DOCUMENTARY
FORMAT HIGH DEFINITION (HD)

SHOOTING LOCATIONS TAJIKISTAN

PRODUCER ANGELOS TSAOUSIS

DIRECTOR (S) ANGELOS TSAOUSIS , MYRTO PAPADOPOULOS
SCRIPTWRITER (S) MYRTO PAPADOPOULOS, ANGELOS TSAOUSIS

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

MYRTO PAPADOPOULOS

EDITOR RYRIAKOS STYLIANOPOULOS
MUSIC COMPOSER ALEXANDROS SIDIROPOULOS
EHTRA CAMERA DAPHNE HALAFATI & ANGELOS TSAOUSIS

SOUND EDITOR & RE-RECORDING MIKER

ALEXANDROS SIDIROPOULOS 6 ARIS LOUZIOTIS (MILKAUDIO)

LOCATION SOUND RECORDIST

ANGELOS TSAOUSIS

AFTER EFFECTS SPECIALIST

ANTONIS PETROULIAS

COLOUR CORRECTION

DIMITRIS MANOUSIAKIS, ARTCUT

POSTER GRAPHIC DESIGN & TYPOGRAPHY

DIMITRIS PAPAZOGLOU

FIKER HARAMALT KARALAMALIEV, AZIZBER SATTOROU MANONOUICH
TRANSLATORS RAHIMI MISSIDENTI, MANIZHA SHOHNAZAR, BENA BINAZIR
ROBOUA, KYRSHEDSHO KONUNOU, CHRISTINA TSAQUSI
WEBSITE WWW.THENEWPLASTICROAD.COM &
WWW.THENEWPLASTICROADFILM.COM
T. +306976481082
CONTACT

EMAIL: FILMOGRAFIHEGMAIL.COM &6 INFORFILMOGRAFIR.COM

WORLD SALES

SYNDICADOFS, HTTP://WWW.SYNDICADOFS.COM/
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SYNOPSIS

The New Plastic Road is a character-driven documentary film that reveals the gradual
economic and social change underway in the remote, destitute communities within the Gorno-
Badakhshan Autonomous Region east of Tajikistan in the Pamir Mountains. Tajikistan, a
country in the very heart of Central Asia, shares borders with Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Afghanistan and China. External transportation links out of the country are limited, and a gamut
of infrastructure weaknesses hinders development. The catalyst of this change lies behind
China’s decision to open its border with Tajikistan in 2004. This decision was followed by an
ongoing attempt to resurrect the old Silk Road, connecting the region with the rest of the world
for the first time since the fall of the Soviet Union. This is part of the same network of roads
that in ancient times contributed to the development of civilization (China, India, Persia, Arabia,
Europe), affecting not just the local communities along the road but also the “global
community” of the time. Today, part of this revitalized road network is affecting the global
market, sparking an evolution of industry and commercial development — and to an extent our
daily lives. To help us better understand these changes, the documentary follows Davlat, a Tajik
merchandiser and a father of three children who lives in the mountainous town of Khorog (the
Badakhshan capital in Southeastern Tajikistan) next to the Afghanistan border. Since the
opening of the border between China and Tajikistan back in 2004, and the rebuilding of a new
highway, he has made a fortune out of the exchange of goods. Being the child of the first truck
driver in the region — his father used to carry products between the capital of Tajikistan,
Dushanbe and Khorog — Davlat followed his father’s profession and developed it to another
level. He managed to change his life out of this exchange of goods, and the road itself has

played a significant role in this change.
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As we are drawn into his world of work, family, and trade we come to understand that the (silk)
road on which he depends to make a living is a unique character in itself, connecting him — and

us — with people, stories, and a new hope for posterity.

Our story is about the growth and change in this remote region of Tajikistan where our main
character Davlat lives and evolves in his daily life. The road that connects the two countries —
China and Tajikistan, the road that connects two different societies and cultures is part of the
ancient Silk Road. We call this road THE NEW PLASTIC ROAD due to the rapid changes that
are taking place along the road and how it has influenced the quality of life of the people that
live along the road and often make their living from it. The New Plastic Road depicts how new

growth is taking place in such remote regions and can be correlated with the structure of our
modern societies.
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THE HIGHWAY'S CONSTRUCTION IN THE COURSE OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY LED
NOT ONLY TO A PHYSICAL, BUT ALSO A SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION OF THE REGION.
LABOR MIGRATION OF ISMAILI TAJIKS TO UARIOUS SETTLEMENTS ALONG THE ROAD
RESULTED IN ETHNICALLY AND CONFESSIONALLY MIKED COMMUNITIES..

(TILL MOSTOWLANSKY, PAVING THE WAY: ISMAIILI GENEALOGY AND MOBILITY
ALONG TAJIKISTAN'S PAMIR HIGHWAY, 2011)

ROADS MAY LOOK RESILIENT BUT THEIR LIUES ARE FINITE AND, IN THE GREAT
SCHEME OF THINGS, SHORT. ( JOE MORAN, ON ROADS)
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

It is necessary to signify such remote societies as they can be of great educational importance
in terms of the complexity of commerce development and sociopolitical change within our
global sphere. There is also something of consequence to be learned from these societies’
ability to survive under external tutelage and in such harsh environmental conditions and how
cross-border cooperations are influencing the local structure. We have submerged ourselves in
this region, bringing with us our passion for uncovering stories in such faraway places,
exploring the social reality of the forgotten and remote/mountainous Pamir region. Both of us —
Angelos Tsaousis / Producer&Director (www.filmografik.com) and Myrto Papadopoulos /
DoP&Director (www.myrtopapadopoulos.com) (as filmmakers) have travelled in similar places
(Iran, India, etc.) pursuing stories to tell, to show, to transform into global paradigms. The least
known places in the world are able to give us great examples of lifelong struggle, and one of

these places is the mountainous area of Pamirs in the Southeastern part of Tajikistan.

To close with the importance of this part of our world: “Central Asia maybe the most important
part of the world we know the least about. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991,
Central Asia has become an increasingly important pivot in international relations and
economic development...At the same time, they are lands of economic opportunity —

especially in oil, gas, uranium, cotton, and other agricultural trade — and many promoters tout

the idea of recreating the old Silk Road,” (Sebastian Peyrouse, Building a New Silk Road?
Central Asia in the New World Order, 2009, Origins).
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CREATIVUE TEAM // BIOS

Angelos Tsaousis is a producer/director & documentary filmmaker. With a
postgraduate degree on Communication Studies (Leeds, UK) and a
specialisation on documentary filmmaking, he has thirteen years
experience on the audiovisual sector. In 2011 took the decision to focus
mainly on producing/directing creative documentaries with an international
potential and expanding his knowledge by participating at the first edition
of Emerging Producers IDFF Jihlava. His main objective is to explore the
potential of documentary form as a social impact tool. The New Plastic
Road (co-production with ZDF/Arte, supported by MEDIA Development
Fund and Greek Film Centre, developed at EURODOC, pitched at EDN,
EBU IDFA, MIPDoc Cannes and StoryDoc) is his first feature length film
that explores the socioeconomic changes in the destitute communities of
Pamirs, Tajikistan. With the support of the Fulbright Artist Scholarship
(2016/2017) and his affiliation with the San Francisco Film Society as a
Filmhouse resident (2017/2018), he developed his current project
Far.Go.Bots on Roma youth and social integration (developed at
UNIONDOCS, NY and pitched at IDW Visions du reel & ESODOC).
Understanding the societal change and the power of storytelling, Angelos
as fellow of “START — Create Cultural Change” (2017/2018 // a program of
the Robert Bosch Stiftung) Angelos is spearheading DocRepublic - a
documentary web platform where public dialogue will be inspired.

Myrto Papadopoulos is a social documentary photographer. finished her
d studies in 2003 after completing a five-year Fine Arts degree, majored in
painting and photography. In 2006, she applied for a photojournalism
degree at the ICP (International Centre of Photography), where she was
granted a scholarship and in 2007 she participated at the Eddie Adams
workshop in NY. She has won various awards and nominations and has
| taken part in several exhibitions including the Mois off de la photo 08 in
Paris, the PHOTOQUAI 2em biennal du monde 09 at the Museé Quai
'» Branly in Paris the New York photo Festival 09, the Biennale of young
artists of Europe XIV bjcem 09, the LOOK3 Between Festival 2010 in
the US, the DUMBO Arts Festival 2011 in NY, the Athens Photo Festival
2011 and more. Her clients include TIME, GEO, Le Monde, Neue Zuger
Zeitung, Corriere della sera, EL Mundo, La Stampa, Vision Magazine,
National Geographic Magazine (Greece), K magazine (Kathimerini) among
others. Today she works as a freelance photographer and a filmmaker.
(www.myrtopapadopoulos.com)
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Alexandros Sidiropoulos is a music Composer & sound designer). He
studied BSc Music Technology and then went on to receive a MA in Audio
Production from Westminster University, London. In 2003 he joined Boom,
~ 2 leading Sound Post Production house in Soho,London, where he was
" || part of a team known for its excellence in sound and worked on numerous
&I |l Award-winning productions. In 2008 he was nominated for a Golden Globe

for Best Sound Editing in the film "Atonement" and in 2009 he was
nominated by the Cinema Audio Society USA for the Outstanding
Achievement in Sound Mixing Award for "Generation Kill". In 2012 he
won Best Sound Award for the film 'Paradisos"by Panagiotis Fafoutis.

Kyriakos Stylianopoulos is an experienced documentary editor and an
underwater camera operator.

Dafni Kalafati is a documentary filmmaker. She was born in the decade of
the eighties in Greece. After studying photography and education she
travelled all the way to South America to finish her masters in Art Therapy.
Nowadays she leaves and work in Athens, splitting her time between
teaching photography and documentary film making. She runs her own
small production house and she is the funder of AMAKA NGO offering Arts
Programs to vulnerable groups.
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BACKSTAGE PHOTOS
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